THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

a general superintendence over private worship
and their leave would be required for the intro-
duction of any new domestic cult, in cases too
where the private person was in doubt as to ritual
or the legitimacy of any religious practice, he
could appeal to thepmtv/ices for decision Other-
wise the priest could never intervene in the worship
of the family, except in the case of the most
solemn form of marriage (confarreatio), which, as
it conferred on the children the right to hold
certain of the priesthoods, was regarded itself as
a ceremony of the state-religion*

In his pnTafce worship then the individual had
Hnmecbafce access to tht$ deity, aaact it ^a^v^4aoNi
this absence of pdestly niediation and the con-
sequent sense of personal responsibility, no less
than its emotional significance, which caused the
greater reality and permanence of the domestic
worship as conjgared with the organised and
official cults of tfe state.